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Summer 2004 has been a busy one for MSI Canada. We sent 3 English teaching teams, 1 cultural exchange
team and 1 rehabilitation team to China. Twenty-four from as far west as Victoria, British Columbia to as far
east as Whitby, Ontario went forth to serve in the spirit of Christ. God blessed each team and each team
member in unique ways. Each team and each team member in turn brought blessings to people they came
into contact with in unique ways.

In this issue of the Newsletter, 5 members of the cultural exchange team shared their experiences of serving
in the Youth Center in Zhaojue, Sichuan. The Youth Center is a joint venture with the county government
providing vocational training and wholesome recreation to the youths in the county. MSI has a team of long-
term workers in the Youth Center. It aims to meet the needs of unemployed youths by developing programs
that will enable them to find gainful employment or set up their own micro enterprises. The Canadian team
spent 3 weeks there in July and taught carpentry, computer skills, sewing, English and home economics.
Here are the reflections of five of the team members. ~Wendy Cheung

A Selection of My Experiences to Zhaojue, Sichuan
Adeline Leung

Zhaojue, a beautiful mountainous county, situated in the heart of Liangshan,
southern Sichuan was the place I went for Cultural Exchange this summer. The
people there are 97% Yi and 3 % Han. A majority of them are traditional farmers.
They are very friendly, warm and hospitable. They love to talk to us and teach us
about their culture, their food, as well as their songs and dances. One lady lent us
her beautiful costume to take photos. Another lady, whom I had met only once in a
store, came to say goodbye and presented me with a gift as she learned that our team
was leaving.

Our cultural exchange team consisted of 7 members from Edmonton,
Vancouver, and Toronto. Two of the members served in the English teaching
program, while the rest served in the Youth Center, teaching computer, sewing,
woodworks and home economics. The students were very respectful of the teachers
and were very hard working. We had not only conveyed skills and knowledge to the
students, but also built a very good relationship with them during our three weeks )
stay. The mutual trust and friendship that we had established and experienced was  gdeline in the beautiful Yi
truly a gift from God. traditional costume.

I

You would have never imagined that there were inhabitants up on top of the mountains near Zhaojue
at the most remote areas. These are the homes of people with Hansen’s disease. While they are forgotten and
rejected by the people, the Lord had heard their cries and seen their suffering. He had sought them out by
sending his servants to bring healing and hope to them. I was utterly in awe of God’s amazing grace as I
heard of the many wonderful stories that happened in these areas. It reminded me of the passage in |
Corinthians 1:26-31, “Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise
by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish



things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. He chose
the lowly things of this world and the despised things -- and the things that are not -- to nullify the things that
are, so that no one may boast before him. It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become
for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: Let
him who boasts boast in the Lord.” As I ponder the astonishing work that was done in these places, I can’t
help but praise God for He alone does great wonders and His love endures forever.

p—— - I also met many faithful and diligent MSI servants of
nin(eee the Lord during this trip. There were two particular people
whose lives and ministries had given me so much
encouragement and inspiration. One of them was a doctor
who brought his family of four to Zhaojue to serve the poor
and the sick with such unreserved love, great compassion,
and humble spirit. He always reminded us that it wasn’t our
profession, our knowledge, or our qualification that help the
people, but our love in Christ Jesus. He has demonstrated
this love by living among the people and reaching out to
them. Another person first came to serve in Zhaojue in 1949.
Her love and compassion for the people never ceases even
# after she left. She is now in her late eighties, and she still
ST comes all the way from England to teach English every two
ti ifn%‘; trL]’:e ‘;lsi);clzznéeuﬁagezgf some of the long  years. You could feel her energy and her passion burning for
the Lord as you get to know her. These people had touched
my heart so deeply that they were like “a great cloud of witnesses surrounding me, reminding me to throw
off everything that hinders and the sin so easily entangles me, cheering me to run with perseverance the race
marked out for me.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)

I thank God for the opportunity to participate in this trip. Through this trip, I have a taste of His
goodness, a deeper understanding of His love for this world, and His desire to bless all nations.

~Adeline Leung works as a secretary in Edmonton, Alberta. She will be attending Taylor Seminary full time in
September. She taught computer skills at the Youth Center in July 2004.

Trip to Zhaojue, Sichuan Jeannette Huen
“Wow! What an inspiring, memorable trip of rich learning and rewarding experience!”

“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” (I Cor. 9: 15) I thank God for the opportunity to meet
so many great people and experience His great love, compassion and His work. I thank Him for His
blessings and mercy.

I was honored to be the roommate of an 87-year old sister who came to teach English for 2 months.
She was so agile, energetic, and full of passion and love of Christ. I felt ashamed of my weaknesses and
inadequacy. I heard that on her first trip to Zhaojue in 1949, she had to ride on horseback through the
mountains from Xichang to Zhaojue for three days. She came back in year 2000 and 2002 again. She has
shared some of the miracles she experienced. One of them was about her failing vision. Three years ago, she
had macular degeneration in both eyes. One eye was blind and the other one was almost blind. Her Family
had been praying for her for some months. While she babysat her pastor’s son one night, she heard the boy’s
prayer requesting for her healing. A month later she could see again. Her ophthalmologist friend had
prepared Braille books for her to learn and was very surprised she could read even small print again.



I was really moved by the works of the dedicated
servants there, who are full of love and compassion, and
serve so humbly and joyfully. They have a great leader and
mentor. I perceived that he has the wisdom and strength from
above and is very creative in administering the programs. “I
can do everything through Him who gives me strength”
(Philippians 4:13). I admire their courage. Despite all the
difficulties and working under unfavorable conditions, they
work hard. They have developed very good relationships
with all levels of people. “Knowledge puffs up, but love
builds up.” (I Cor. 8:1b). In a short period of time, they have
- ] . " done great works with wonderful fruits. “Whoever sows
Jeannette teaching infant care. generously will also reap generously.” (I Cor. 9:6). They are
great models for me.

When our team and the English team left Zhaojue, I did not feel lonely. The brothers and sisters
received me warmly in their homes and took good care of me. I felt right at home. We are Family.

The local people, especially the Yi people are so warm, friendly and helpful. Amazingly, despite the
language barrier (our broken Mandarin) we could establish friendships. I felt so privileged to be invited to
their homes up in the hills for dinner or for a visit. The women put on their best costumes to receive us. They
killed one of their young pigs or chickens to serve us. You have to understand that most of them cannot
afford to have meat in their daily meals. Having pork or chicken is a luxury they enjoy a few times a year.

At the end of my visit, the locals asked me to bring a message back to Canada, “We need more
workers for various programs, especially farmers, shepherds, well drillers or water drainage workers.”

Do you hear the call and are you willing to let God use you to take up the challenge?
I pray to our Father that He will give us courage, wisdom and strength!

~Jeannette Huen is a community nurse from Edmonton who served in Zhaojue for 6 weeks in July and August. She
taught prenatal care, post-natal care, infant care, care of the elderly and first aid in the Home Economics classes at
the Youth Center.
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~KK Yuen is trained as an engineer. He currently resides in Edmonton and works as a teacher assistant. He joined
the July 2004 Cultural Exchange team to teach woodwork in Zhaojue Youth Center.
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My Trip to Zhaojue Stella Chu

“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil, my cup
overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life.” Psalm 23:5-6a.

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”
Matthew 6.:33.

I heard about the work of MSI in China a few years ago. Since I am not in the medical profession, I
have always thought that it is impossible for me to serve with MSI. It caught me by surprise when I learnt
that they have a cultural exchange team to China this year. When I was approached and realized that they
needed people to teach sewing of children’s clothing, I was more than happy to join the team.

Zhaojue is a beautiful place full of wonderful people. As soon as I arrived there I felt peace in my
heart. We experienced warm welcomes from the locals despite the language barrier. I taught an intermediate
sewing class for three weeks at the Youth Center. My students were girls ranging from sixteen to twenty
years of age. It was the first time they were taught how to make children’s clothing. They were very excited
and eager to learn. We sang songs together and built up wonderful relationships in no time. It was very

g difficult when I had to say goodbye to them. May God’s
_ blessings pour upon this little town called Zhaojue.

Even though I am now back in Canada, the memories of
the warm smiles of the locals, the somewhat scary picture of
children playing by the roadside, the mud houses and hard
working farmers on the field will stay with me for a long time. I
" am forever grateful to have the opportunity to work with my
husband, the local staff and especially the long-term workers.
Their love and sacrifice for the people of Zhaojue is a constant
reminder to me. If My Father calls me again, I would love to
return to Zhaojue.

Stella (center with denim jacket), and her students from
the Sewing class. Behind them are the finished products
of their hard work.



Where is Zhaojue? Ron Chu

“In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father
in heaven.” Matthew 5:16.
“We love because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:19.

“Where is Zhaojue?” was the typical response whenever I told my friends that I was going there as a
MSI volunteer worker. Geographically Zhaojue is a very long way from Canada. It takes two days to travel
by air and bus from Edmonton to Zhaojue. The experience I gained from teaching computer skills, small
business and accounting courses at the Youth Center taught me to say that Zhaojue is a place full of love,
warmth and friendship.

In addition to teaching classes, the Cultural Exchange team
hosted special cultural events for the youths at the Youth Center. The
Canadian Movie Night gave the youths a better understanding of
Canadian geography, demographics, sports and culture. The Canadian
Food Fair introduced them to a variety of Canadian food with a
Sichuan hot and spicy twist. The Song and Dance Evening gave
everyone the opportunity to sing and dance to their native songs. The
youths were just fabulous in their Yi singing and dancing!

Our short-term trip would not be possible without the careful

§ planning and coordination of the long-term MSI workers at the Youth

Center. They are faithful servants with a big heart for the youths.
The long-term workers have devoted full time to serving them. It is
inspiring to see their love for the local youths.

Ron teaching local youths how to set up
small businesses.

MSI has a community health program to help promote a healthy living environment in Zhaojue and
vicinity. Training and education are provided to the Yi people, focusing on hygiene, child delivery, antenatal
and postnatal care. The community health program is run by MSI’s long-term workers who are social
workers, nurses and doctors by profession. One afternoon at the Youth Center, I watched a skit competition
about AIDS prevention and the caring of the victims and families. Senior high students wrote and performed
in the skits under the guidance of the community health workers. I was really touched by the messages that
were conveyed by the students. Their messages were full of love and genuine care. MSI and the community
health workers have made a real difference in these youths.

I thank God for the opportunity to serve and to learn in Zhaojue. My service may be small. It could
however be an encouragement to someone, and a small light in the darkness. If there are many small lights,
darkness will be dispelled. Are you willing to step out and be part of this light? Are you ready to serve and
plant a seed of hope in someone’s heart? Glory and praise to our Father on High!

~Ron and Stella Chu are from Edmonton, Alberta. Ron is an Engineering Manager and Stella is a homemaker. Ron is
the team leader of the Cultural Exchange team.

Please contact us if you would like to find out more about MSI’s youth program or other programs.

MSI Canada Email address: msicanada@yahoo.com
Website: www.msicanada.org HQ Website: www.msips.org
Address: 128 Cornwall Road, Sherwood Park, Alberta, T8H 2L4

Phone/Fax: (780) 417-4753
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