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Rev. David Chan is the President of MSI Canada Board of Directors. He joined 12
others to go on a vision trip o China in March 2004. His observation and reflection during
the trip is beautifully articulated in the following article. T am sure you will be encouraged

and challenged by his article as T have been.
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A Special Sabbatical Year
Rev. David Chan
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This is my second Sabbatical year in 17 years
of ministry in my church. During this time, I had the
chance to participate in a vision trip to China with
MSI from February 29 to March 12. This truly was a
one of a kind experience.

A few years ago, Dr. Stephen Hoh invited me
to sit on the MSI Canada Board. I was even elected
President of the Board last year. From Dr. Hoh’s and
Dr. Po Kee Cheung’s reports, I understand that MSI
has mobilized many Christians to serve in rural China.
A few members from my church had also participated
in these short-term trips. To me, though, the work of
MSI means only a few meetings a year, in which we
discuss general issues. Hence when Dr. Cheung
approached me about this vision trip, I accepted the
offer immediately.

The thirteen members who went on this vision
trip were from many countries including the USA,
Malaysia, Singapore, Korea, Australia, Taiwan, Hong
Kong and Canada. We were from all walks of life,
including physicians, a lawyer, a nursing manager,
business executives, and accountants. I was the only
pastor. The goals of this trip were to visit and
encourage MSI’s long term workers, to establish and
consolidate relationships with local officials, to
explore new opportunities of cooperation, to celebrate
MSTI’s 10 years of service in China, and to facilitate
mobilization when we return home.
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We went to six sites in two provinces and
one municipality, including Kunming and Heqing
in Yunnan province; Chengdu, Xichang and
Zhaojue in Sichuan province; and Chongqing
municipality. We also met with the long-term
workers in Leshan while in Chengdu. Apart from a
little bit of sightseeing on the last day of the trip,
we did not visit any of the beautiful tourist spots
such as Stone Forest in Kunming, Dianchi Lake,
Jiuzhai Gully and Mount Emei. The long termers at
each site we visited though presented many
different yet equally touching and beautiful
pictures. This reminds me of how the Lord sent his
disciples out, as recorded in Luke 10: 1-11.

1) Heqing- solitude and teamwork
Luke 10: 1a “After this the Lord appointed seventy
others and sent them two by two”

Seventy is a team, but the Lord broke it down to
units of two, a much smaller number. Heqing is
located in the south-western part of Yunnan, only
half an hour’s ride from the Lejiang Airport. Its
population is approximately 250,000, half of
which is the minority group of Bai. MSI started
medical work in Heqing in 2001, and has branched
out to community development projects such as a
livestock program. A couple from Germany started
working there with MSI in 2001. Both of them are
physicians, specializing in family medicine,
pediatrics and anaesthesiology. They served there
in isolation for more than two years before another
couple from Australia, also physicians, joined
them in December 2003. There are now two units
of two, but where is the rest of the team? Apart
from the sense of loneliness, these longtermers
also need to grapple with issues such as their
children’s education, cultural adaptation and body
life. I sincerely salute these two couples’
dedication to the work!
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The 13-members vision trip team outside LiJiang Airport on their way to Heqing.
The third from left in the second row is Rev. David Chan.
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2) Kunming- preparing to serve
Luke 10: 1b “ahead of Him to every town and
place where He was about to go.”

Kunming is a popular tourist destination. Its
weather is very pleasant, ranging from 19.8°C in
July to 7.7°C in January. It is known as the City of
Eternal Spring. Kunming is the capital city of
Yunnan province. Minority groups constitute one
third of Yunnan’s population. Yunnan can be said
to be the most multicultural province of China. Its
people are very receptive of foreigners, which may
be the reason why so many foreign organizations
pick Kunming as their base. MSI has 11 long-term
workers in Kunming, most of them physicians.
They have given up much to serve in China. A
female doctor from Singapore could well have
been the first female forensic pathologist in her
country if she had chosen to stay at home. A
Korean gastroenterologist shared with us his
struggle in learning the language and his burden
for university students. Despite these obstacles, he
is determined to serve the Lord in His work there. I
pray earnestly for these courageous souls.
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3) Chongqing- harvest is ripe, workers are few
Luke 10: 2 “He told them, ‘The harvest is plentiful,
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest

field.””

China has 23 provinces, 5 autonomous regions, 4
centrally administered municipalities and 2 special
administrative regions. Chongqing was designated a
municipality in 1997. It is the largest and most
populated among the four. It has a population of 31
million. Chongqing city is the largest city within the
whole municipality. It is built at the junction of
Yangtze and Jialing Rivers beside a mountain. The
city is often referred to as Mountain City.
Chongqing city is foggy 100-150 days a year,
especially in the spring and winter; hence the
nickname ‘misty Chongqing’. China is pouring a lot
of resources in developing the western part of the
country, and Chongqing is a key strategic site in this
great endeavour. Technology and education are the
two main foci. Within its boundaries, it boasts 25
post-secondary colleges, 81 technical and
professional institutes and more than 1000
companies for research and development. We spent
two days in Chongqing visiting the administration of
post-secondary institutes and exploring teaching
opportunities for MSI professionals. The three
principals we talked with were highly appreciative
of MSI’s vision and our servant attitude, and
unanimously welcome MSI personnel to visit them. I
am truly excited about the boundless opportunities
presented in this city.
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4) Leshan- gentle strength amidst danger
Luke 10:3 “Go! I am sending you out like lambs
among wolves.”

After we left Chongqing, we took a 4 hours bus
ride to Chengdu. We met a couple who is
teaching in a Health School in Leshan, a city 2
hours away from Chengdu. This couple are both
retired teachers from Hong Kong. Not only do
they pour out their energy in teaching their young
students, they pour out their hearts in reaching
them and guiding them on life’s journey. They
stood their ground when falsely accused by
another foreign teacher. Their care and burden for
these students is palpable in their sharing. They
are like lambs who obeyed the Lord’s
commission to fight the wolves.

I read in the newspaper in mid March that a 32-
year-old teacher from the US was deported in
Shengzhen because he was found to be a
pedophile in the States. This man was trying to
enter China to teach English! I saw a young man
from the West surrounded by a huge crowd of
female students. I hope he has come to China with
pure motives. MSI sends teachers with
professional attitudes and pure motives. No
wonder they are welcomed in so many schools. I
have to wonder, though, how many are willing to
go into China to serve like lambs?

K’% 10 g

?z .
(1994 - 2004) 77y,

/\’ ’T"Qg

MSI

PROFESSIO SERVICES
F * E N M

ﬁ ?% 7k ;r‘ .l].— E‘
Love Never Fails



9 - R - R

£10:4-6) T £
/%%55 7/5 /[’% 7@%52?’@:/“9

.//ﬁé

R I 7//7—/7’577* <o A fel 7
;‘75~ Ea /5’/77? i’"%;#/ﬁ”:ﬁﬂf‘ eV ¥
Tﬂ”?ﬁ#“’/_@ EJEIF AR B
/7’3 o
ﬁiﬂﬁ [WﬁJHI ‘&:E@‘J%W?B
7, LA [ pj oA,
o B G E A PV I J iHlRE, f9F
TUE& R R U= N ,"E %Egguﬂ\
T HE Y ([R5 *IE*JE' E f_; £y (’?‘ﬂﬁﬁ)
~“‘(g|‘133) o, FIE“?‘/ R E‘ﬂgﬁpu
F ﬁ”‘iﬁ.ﬂ o fol, BET R 7 Nﬁ*%ﬁ, [E ]
PR B, Lo KL PO R, H
IFE IF'[*ﬁ#F?ﬁ\ﬂ?ﬁWT
[Fil 7%, AP Ir&'r,, Tl@gl@‘“ﬂyﬁﬁi&wzﬁ
ANk, FI[ AR Wﬂﬁ A, HEH = M, Y
By RTER S RIe s e BT FFII
S ) AR I # EJ[“”HTWZ ﬁ’””lﬁ' T
B “”795115‘7 R 2 P Msm&fﬁ%%‘

~

L
=
%

i)

>l\ Eh — _S«IHIEJ

FEWRME FA
ij%%é

mi

.

,uﬁéﬂluﬁﬁv

E frJﬁ'Etﬁ%ﬂFﬁa@P@fD#' s ff:s’z LFqu_ J{%
5 [F'ﬁ”i_?’?‘fg O FIRFOARILT A ME

o =R HF/HJ, PR Y riH' BUER T, Y B
”JriH'B“: , FIVETER4T o 5T ﬁﬂlﬁ#*%ﬁ?w

g TSI BHET T LI 2 (RSB AITE
IV T2 T, B R (SRR AT ?3‘[
nﬂ»g‘\ﬁ“ Al JM 1 MSI - IWM%E""E“‘FU%’”%* *

TR Y ﬂ%ﬁ‘xg@ TR ET SR L’F‘ L W;
Ealis Gl ”fﬁ" s e =
7. AL AR ) 2 OSBRI R fafs

F@g\;ﬁﬁ BESPI 1] }{ﬁj’ EEJ*EE#(””“TUH'MF&%‘T
*EE

5) Chengdu- travelling lightly

Luke 10:4-6 “Do not take a purse or bag or sandals;
and do not greet anyone on the road. When you enter
a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ If a man or
peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it
will return to you.”

Of the six sites that we visited, I like Chengdu the
best. Chengdu is the capital of Sichuan. It is an
economic, cultural and transportation center. I had a
chance to chat with a bus driver, who proudly told
me that Sichuanese men are known for their cultural
sophistication and Sichuanese women their beauty.
The city planning of Chengdu is unique, with
government buildings in its center, and surrounded
by 3 concentric circular roads. I also had the pleasure
of tasting authentic Sichuan hotpot in a famous
restaurant. The numbingly spicy hotpot however was
no match to sharing Holy Communion with a group
of longtermers in the Chengdu MSI office. A
Japanese longtermer who has served with MSI for 10
years led the Communion. Her grandfather came to
China for business; her father grew up in China.
Even though she was not born in China, the love for
China is firmly rooted in her. After finishing nursing
training in Japan, she learned Mandarin and joined
MSI. I am deeply touched by her gentleness and
dedication. At a time when China and Japan have
disputes over Diaoyu Island, what a beautiful picture
of Christian unity it is to remember Christ’s sacrifice
through the bread and the cup with a Japanese sister
who loves China! I thank the Lord for leading her to
leave behind the comforts of home to bring true
blessings to China.
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The team outside the Youth Center in Zaojue

Rev. Chan in front of the MST hostel in Xichang

6) Xichang- feasts after feasts

Luke 10: 7-8 “Stay in that house, eating and
drinking whatever they give you, for the worker
deserves his wages. Do not move around from house
to house. When you enter a town and are welcomed,
eat what is set before you.”

One of the goals of this vision trip was to visit local
Chinese officials, inviting them to celebrate the 10"
year anniversary of the work of MSI. Many of these
activities were done over banquets. I was quite
excited in the first few days when I saw the
delicious dishes on the banquet tables, but after 12
days of rich, spicy and often oily food, our stomachs
started to protest by developing diarrhoea. MSI has
four long-term workers in Xichang, three from
Singapore and one from Taiwan. They are all ladies.
One has to wonder where the guys are! Xichang is
located in the Liangshan prefecture of the Yi
minority, and presents lots of opportunities for
service. In a tea party celebrating the 10"
anniversary of MSI, local officials extended an
invitation to MSI to send more long-term workers to
Liangshan. A foreign organization has invested
more than 10 million dollars to build a state of the
art school campus. The principal of the school hopes
that MSI will send more teachers there to teach.
When I hear these requests, I ask in my heart
whether there are any, especially brothers, who will
give up their comfortable homes and lifestyle, and
serve alongside these four ladies in Xichang?
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7) Zhaojue- serving willingly

Luke 10: 9-11 “Heal the sick who are there and tell
them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.” But when you
enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets
and say, ‘even the dust of your town that sticks to our

feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The

kingdom of God is near.’”

Zhaojue was the last stop of our trip. It is 2 %2 hours
car ride from Xichang. Only a few years ago, the same
trip would take 7 hours, signifying the tremendous
investment the Chinese government has put into road
works. We passed steep sparsely forested mountains
en route. There are farmers with their livestock,
skinny dogs and people of the Yi tribe selling things
on the roadside. On market day, the whole road
becomes a big market, and drivers have to wiggle their
way through the crowds.

Zhaojue is the first site of MSI’s China ministry. Two
nurses started community nursing work there 10 years
ago. Today, MSI manages a youth center there,
training young people to develop vocational skills.
The work of community health, development and
livestock program continues, as well as the witnessing
of dedicated lives. A doctor from the Philippines
disclosed to us that up to 2000 people per village may
have tuberculosis, a result of poor hygiene and
malnutrition. This lady physician pours out herself in
serving the villagers, fighting loneliness and all sorts
of obstacles. Her service and action is a clear
testimony of the true love that has changed her life.
Are you willing to join her in proclaiming to the
Chinese this message of love?
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Love Never Fails

MSI Canada
Website: www.msicanada.org

Phone/Fax: (780) 417-4753

Email address: msicanada@yahoo.com
New US Website: www.msips.orq
Address: 128 Cornwall Road, Sherwood Park, Alberta, T8H 2L4
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